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Carl Clement Grosjean was born (1926) and brought up in Courtrai, Belgium, in the most 
western province of Flanders. After having been constantly at the top of his class in primary and 
secondary school, he studied mathematics and physics at the State University of Ghent. He 
acquired consecutively the bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and in physics in 1947, the degree 
of licentiate in physics in 1949 with the greatest distinction and the secondary-school teacher’s 
diploma (aggregaat voor het Middelbaar Onderwijs) in 1950 with great distinction. He was the 
first European to obtain, twice in succession, the Watson Scientific Computing Laboratory 
fellowship. This enabled him to undertake postgraduate studies and carry out research work 
under the direction of Professor L.H. Thomas at Columbia University in New York City. There, 
he acquired the Ph.D. degree (group physics) in 1951. The same year, but with a different thesis, 
he became doctor in science at the University of Ghent. In 1955, he also obtained the degree of 
Geaggregeerde voor het Hoger Onderwijs with a published thesis entitled “Theory of the velocity 
distributions of neutrons undergoing multiple scattering in extended media subject to thermal 
motion”. This final diploma makes it possible to lecture at a Belgian university. From 1951 to 
1958, he was a research associate of the Belgian Institut Interuniversitaire des Sciences Nucleaires, 
doing mainly research in theoretical physics at the Physics Laboratory of the University of 
Ghent. He also collaborated in experimental work on neutron diffusion and took part in the 
design and construction of the first linear electron accelerator of the laboratory. It is therefore 
not surprising that his first papers dealt with multiple scattering of particles and propagation of 
electromagnetic TM-waves in corrugated waveguides. From 1953 to 1956, he was temporarily 
appointed as a lecturer on neutron physics and nuclear reactor theory. 
In 1956, having obtained a grant from the Franqui Foundation, Dr. Grosjean stayed two years 
at Princeton University where he studied quantum field theory with S. Treiman and theoretical 
solid state physics with D. Pines. His monograph entitled “Formal theory of scattering phenom- 
ena” became quite well known in Belgium and abroad in those days. In 1958, he was appointed 
professor at the State University of Ghent, initially having charge of courses in applied 
mathematics (for students in chemistry, geology, geography and biology) and in nuclear reactor 
theory (for students in nuclear engineering). In the sixties, he first succeeded to Professor F. 
Back& in advanced mathematical analysis and later on to Professor M. Nuyens in mathematical 
physics. In 1963, he occupied the Belgian Chair at University College London as a visiting 
professor in the department directed at that time by Professor H. Massey. Dr. Grosjean has 
contributed in a significant measure to the creation of new high-level courses, mainly in the 
Faculty of Sciences at Ghent. Together with Professor H. Vanderlinden, he founded at his Alma 
Mater the Central Digital Computing Laboratory and served as its director during twelve years. 
In that period, he was consulted by a host of scientists about a wide variety of problems 
stemming from different disciplines and this led to many highly original articles written in 
collaboration. The most voluminous publications which came into existence in this way are the 
“Table of absolute detection efficiencies of cylindrical scintillation gamma-ray detectors (includ- 
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ing correction coefficients to take into account the finite extension of plane sources)“, in 
collaboration with W. Bossaert, and the “Canon of solar eclipses”, in collaboration with J. 
Meeus and W. Vanderleen. Dr. Grosjean introduced the systematic study of numerical analysis 
and computer programmation at Ghent. From 1969 to 1986, when he retired, his teaching 
activities included a set of courses constituting a complete cycle on quantum mechanics, a senior 
course on applied mathematics for physicists and some courses in the domain of computer 
science. 
Professor Grosjean’s scientific output, exceeding at present one hundred publications (totall- 
ing roughly 3000 pages original work, books and tables not included), covers a broad spectrum of 
mathematics and physics subjects besides the research topics already mentioned. In 1952, some 
experimental work which he had carried out led to the first confirmation of the theoretically 
predicted existence of dislocations in pure metallic crystals. Around 1957, he developed among 
other things a new corrected diffusion theory, but from about 1970 onward, his papers evolved 
more and more towards applied mathematics. He has contributed to a new Flemish systematic 
encyclopaedia by writing a large part of the three volumes devoted to mathematics and its 
development in the course of the centuries. In the latest years, his principal interest has been 
orientated towards the theory of orthogonal polynomials, but occasionally he writes papers of 
number-theoretical nature (e.g., in connection with formulae originating with S. Ramanujan), on 
generalized hypergeometric series, on deterministic chaos (discrete-time maps), etc. Since he 
retired as a professor, he also likes to solve problems posed in the “SIAM Review” and 
occasionally he contributes articles to commemorative books. 
Professor Grosjean is a laureate of the Belgian Interuniversity Competition (1950) and the 
Scientific Prize Louis Empain (1953). He is a member of several scientific societies. During the 
periods 19681970 and 1970-1972, he was successively vice-president and president of the 
Belgian Mathematical Society. Since 1968 he is a member of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
Literature and Fine Arts of Belgium. During 1978, he was director of the Class of Sciences of the 
Academy. For twenty years, Dr. Grosjean has been a member of the first Advisory Committee of 
the National Fund for Scientific Research. In the fifties, he also took part in the activities of an 
advisory Committee of the Belgian Nuclear Research Centre at Mol. Since many years, he is a 
managing editor of the Belgian periodical on pure and applied mathematics “Simon Stevin”, and 
a member of the Board of Editors of the “Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics”. 
Professor Grosjean has been decorated several times (Civil Medal 1st Class, Civil Cross 1st 
Class, Officer and Commander in the Order of Leopold, Grand Officer in the Order of the 
Crown). Besides science, he has a broad cultural interest, with a profound admiration for art in 
general (he himself has some talent for making pen-drawings), but with a predilection for serious 
music, both classical and modern. 
